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INITIAL STUDY 
 

May 2020 
 
A. BACKGROUND 
1. Project Title: East Galt Infill Annexation/Simmerhorn Ranch Project 
 
2. Lead Agency Name and Address: City of Galt 

Community Development Department 
495 Industrial Drive 

Galt, CA 95632 
 
3. Contact Person and Phone Number:   Chris Erias 

Community Development Director 
(209) 366-7230 

 
4. Project Location: Generally bounded by Amador Avenue to the north, Marengo 

Road to the east, Boessow Road to the south, and SR 99 to 
the West 

 
5. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address: Elliott Homes, Inc. 

Price Walker 
340 Palladio Parkway #521 

Folsom, CA 95630 
(916) 984-1300 

 
6. Existing County of Sacramento General Plan Designation:  

Agricultural - Urban Reserve (UR) 
 
7. Existing Sacramento County Zoning Designation: Urban Reserve (UR) 

Agricultural Residential – 1 Acres (AR-1) 
Agricultural Residential – 2 Acres (AR-2) 
Agricultural Residential – 5 Acres (AR-5) 

Agricultural Residential – 10 Acres (AR-10) 
Auto Commercial (AC) 

 
8. Existing City of Galt General Plan Designation: Low Density Residential (LDR) 

Medium Density Residential (MDR) 
Medium High Density Residential (MHDR) 

Mixed-Use (MU) 
Commercial (C) 

Light Industrial (LM) 
Public/Quasi Public (PQ) 

Park (P) 
Open Space (OS) 

 
9. Proposed City of Galt City Zoning: Intermediate-Density Single-Family (R1B) 

Maximum-Density Single-Family (R1C) 
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Medium-Density (R2) 
Medium-Density Planned Development (R3-PD) 

Light Industrial (LM) 
Mixed Use (MU) 
Commercial (C) 

Pubic/Quasi Public (PQ) 
Open Space (OS) 

 
10. Required Approvals from Other Public Agencies: California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Sacramento Local Agency Formation Commission 
South Sacramento Conservation Agency 

United States Army Corps of Engineers 
11. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: 
 

The project consists of the 338-acre East Galt Infill Annexation Area located within 
Sacramento County, California, within the City of Galt’s Sphere of Influence. The East Galt 
Infill Annexation Area is generally bounded by Amador Avenue to the north, Marengo 
Road to the east, Boessow Road to the south, and SR 99 to the west. Existing residential 
developments are located to the north of the project site, and a planned residential 
development is located south of the project site. Downtown Galt exists to the west of the 
project site, across State Route (SR) 99. The existing land uses on the East Galt Infill 
Annexation Area are predominantly agricultural with single-family residences. The 
Sacramento County General Plan designates the East Galt Infill Annexation Area as 
Agricultural – Urban Reserve (UR). The Galt General Plan designates portions of the East 
Galt Infill Annexation Area as Light Industrial, Low Density Residential, Medium Density 
Residential, Medium-High Density Residential, Commercial, Public/Quasi-Public, and 
Mixed-Use. The Sacramento County Zoning designation for the site is UR.  
 
A 119.5-acre portion of the East Galt Infill Annexation Area, hereinafter referred to as 
Simmerhorn Ranch, is proposed for development as part of the proposed project. The 
Simmerhorn Ranch Project Site is bounded by Simmerhorn Road to the north, Marengo 
Road to the east, and Boessow Road to the south. A proposed extension of Carillion 
Boulevard and Crystal Way from Simmerhorn Road would define the western boundary 
of the Simmerhorn Ranch Project Site. Surrounding land uses include single-family 
residential development to the north and west, agricultural fields to the east, and Dry 
Creek, which demarcates the San Joaquin County Line, to the south beyond Boessow 
Road. 
 

12. Project Description Summary:  
 

The proposed project would include annexation of the 338-acre East Galt Infill Annexation 
Area and development of the approximately 119.5-acre Simmerhorn Ranch Project Site 
with a residential subdivision consisting of 429 single-family lots with a mix of lot sizes and 
densities, as well as a proposed Park and Elementary School site. With the exception of 
the proposed development within the Simmerhorn Ranch Project Site, the proposed 
project would not involve any development within the East Galt Infill Annexation Area, and 
all existing land uses would remain unchanged. The proposed project would require the 
following discretionary approvals from the City of Galt: Annexation; Approval of a Small 
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D. DETERMINATION 
On the basis of this initial study: 
 
 I find that the Proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, 

and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 
 
 I find that although the Proposed Project could have a significant effect on the 

environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the 
project have been made by or agreed to by the applicant. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 
 I find that the Proposed Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 
 
 I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially 

significant unless mitigated” on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been 
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 
2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described 
on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must 
analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

 
 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, 

because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier 
EIR pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to 
that earlier EIR, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the 
proposed project, nothing further is required. 

 
 
 
    
Signature Date 
 
Chris Erias  City of Galt   
Printed Name For 
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E. BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 
This IS/MND identifies and analyzes the potential environmental impacts of the East Galt Infill 
Annexation/Simmerhorn Ranch Project (proposed project). The information and analysis 
presented in this document is organized in accordance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) checklist in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines. Where the analysis provided in this 
document identifies potentially significant environmental effects of the project, mitigation 
measures are prescribed. The mitigation measures prescribed for environmental effects 
described in this IS/MND will be implemented in conjunction with the project, as required by 
CEQA. The mitigation measures will be incorporated into the project through project conditions of 
approval. The City will adopt findings and a Mitigation Monitoring/Reporting Program for the 
project in conjunction with approval of the project. 
 
In 2009, the City of Galt completed a comprehensive General Plan Update (GPU). An EIR was 
prepared for the GPU. The GPU EIR is a program EIR, prepared pursuant to Section 15168 of 
the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Sections 15000 et seq.). The Galt 
GPU EIR analyzed full implementation of the Galt GPU and identified measures to mitigate the 
significant adverse impacts associated with the General Plan.  
 
Several technical reports were prepared for the proposed project, including separate Biological 
Resources Assessments for the East Galt Infill Annexation Area as well as the Simmerhorn Ranch 
Project Site, and an Aquatic Resources Delineation for the Simmerhorn Ranch Project Site, all of 
which were prepared by ECORP Consulting, Inc (ECORP). In addition to the foregoing reports, 
ECORP prepared a cultural resources memorandum and a Cultural Resources Inventory and 
Evaluation Report for the East Galt Infill Annexation Area and the Simmerhorn Ranch Project 
Site, respectively. A Transportation Impact Analysis was prepared by GHD for the East Galt Infill 
Annexation Area, including the Simmerhorn Ranch Project Site. Saxelby Acoustics prepared a 
Noise and Vibration Study that included both the East Galt Infill Annexation Area as well as the 
Simmerhorn Ranch project. All of the technical reports used for the project analysis are available 
as appendices to this IS/MND 
 
F. BASELINE FOR ANALYSIS 
According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15125, Environmental Setting, the environmental setting 
will normally constitute the baseline physical conditions by which a lead agency determines 
whether an impact is significant. The purpose of this requirement is to give the public and decision 
makers the most accurate and understandable picture practically possible of the project’s likely 
near-term and long-term impacts. According to Section 15125(a)(1):  
 

Generally, the lead agency should describe physical environmental conditions as they exist 
at the time the notice of preparation is published, or if no notice of preparation is published, 
at the time environmental analysis is commenced, from both a local and regional 
perspective. 

 
In the case of the proposed project, at the initiation of the environmental review process, the 
Simmerhorn Ranch Project Site contained a complex of structures associated with previous use 
of the Simmerhorn Ranch Project Site for dairy production. During preparation of this 
environmental analysis the project applicants applied for a demolition permits with the County of 
Sacramento. Because the entire project site, including the Simmerhorn Ranch Project Site and 
the dairy production facilities, is currently within an unincorporated portion of Sacramento County, 
Sacramento County retains the authority to grant demolition permits outside of the City of Galt’s 
environmental review process for the proposed project. Consequently, the demolition permit was 
approved by the County of Sacramento without the City of Galt taking any discretionary actions.   
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Figure 1 
Regional Project Location 

 
 

Project Location 
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Figure 2 
East Galt Infill Area 
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Figure 3 
Simmerhorn Ranch Zoning 

R3 
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Figure 4 
Simmerhorn Ranch General Plan Amendment 
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Figure 5 
Large Lot Vesting Tentative Map 


